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been to take part in this conflict and fight for their supposed
rights. But how many have availed themselves of the
privilege ? They prefer to lounge about the hotels of Cape
Town, while English homes are being made desolate on
their behalf. I am sure that I shall carry the House with me
when I declare that such men and their grievances arc not
worth one drop of British blood/* He did not carry the
House with him; for the majority of its members were too
subservient to the all-powerful Colonial Secretary to venture
upon any course of criticism however mild; they remembered
that Chamberlain was the sworn friend of the Uitlanders!
Nevertheless, the speech did profoundly move the House;
and it elicited some glowing tributes from men of note*
Harcourt then and there scribbled his congratulations on an
envelope, which he passed to Lloyd George: " Magnifi-
cent !" he wrote* *' You have delivered a speech which
would have been worthy of Grattan at his best." And even
Balfour is said to have remarked to a friend that it was the
best debating speech to which he had ever listened*
Far the most trying ordeal for Lloyd George, however, was
the facing of his own constituents, the majority of whom
were by no means pleased with the part that their Member
was playing. Not that Wales shared in the enthusiasm for
the New Imperialism then so popular in England* On the
whole it would be correct to say that all the more solid and
thoughtful elements in the Principality felt a rooted mistrust
of the territorial expansion, and of the machinations of
capitalists and financiers in league with the heavy industries
of the Midlands* In every Welsh town and village there
were conspicuous Pro-Boers to be met* But the greater
number of people, at least down to the election of J^oo,
took the view that Kruger had been deliberately prwoc&tive,
and that it would be no bad thing to teach him a lesson in
international good manners*